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Low// Mellett: 

A Need for Better Intelligence 

Since We Base All Policies on What We Think Enemy Can 
And Will Do, We Might Improve Information Chan, eis 


Tea don’t hove to be eo aw- 
ful* <M to remember when 
IMS was a cooky, relatively 


country, prepared, emo* 
1 at least, to taka on all 
-with a standing army 
angtitoring 35,000 men. <Ko 
wowm, to apeak of.) Oar 
•ooMbess. under all the clr- 
doubtless wasn’t 
QufcjuStifi* bat It Is a pleas- 
ant Owte of mind to remember 
1 to that of today. 


‘Today our defense establish- 
ment Is s omewhat larger. We 
bam ground forces totaling 
1J R»Jpsw; air fomea. 1 mil- 
Um ; naval and Marine forces, 

dSi) nthe figures are not 
yunletlT correct, they don't 
air by man titan a few hun- 
dred thousand. In any case 
oar armed strength. Just in 
cam and women, la not merely 
tan tinm wbat it wae In those 
brave days of not so long ago; 
It la not merely one hundred 
timet: It Is almost Incalculably 
greater. 


And yet we live in a state of 
uncontrollable jitters. 

Much has happened, ol 
course, to bring our big defense 
forces into being on the one 
hand and to produce our nerv- 
ous tension, on the other. There 
Have been two wars of a mag- 
nitude u n p re ce d ented in world 
history, with ourselves involved 
hi both, and there has devel- 
sped an aggressive force hos- 
tile to our way of life and ap- 
parently prepared to challenge 


our very existence, If and when 
it should seem possible to do so 
successfully. 

So we are obsessed with the 
subject of defense — defense 
against a military powir and a 
militant political ph. osophy. 
To defend ourselves against 
the one we strain our economic 
resources to the limit, only to 
be told by some of the experts 
that we are still virtually de- 
fenseless. To defend ourselves 
against the idea — called com- 
munism — we strain our credu- 
lity to the limit, only tc be told 
by the axpertp in that field that 
we still don’t half appreciate 
the danger it represents. It, 
communism. Is going to get us 
If we don’t watch out— or allow 
these experts to do our watch- 
ing out for us, giving them a 
free hand with which to do It. 
Since these experts would 
fasten on us a totalitarianism 
of their own as a protection 
against totalitarianism from 
abroad, some of us, at least, 
have been reluctant to give 
them s tree hand. We continue 
to oonslder our native . emo- 
cratlc Idea its own best defense. 

As for our military strength 
in relation to any that may 
threaten us, that is something 
few of us pretend to know 
much about. And wc admit to 
even less knowledge concern- 
ing the actual and reserve 
strength of our potential ene- 
my and what that enemy has 
In mind to do with It. We are 
di spos e d to leave those Ques- 


tions to the ev.'-'ts In that 
field. 

But these er,uts provide us 
with something less than com- 
plete comfort. Some say. tor 
one example, that we are wide 
open to destructi 'u irom the 
air as long as we :r;tve leas than 
143 air groups our own; 
others that we can take care of 
ourselves with 1" air groups* 
Not knowing a s hip from a 
wing — and maybe t-\ey are the 
same — we have to cave the de- 
cision to somebody else and 
prepare to pay to* larger or 
smaller bill, whW-ever it may 
be. The great threat, we an 
told, is the atomle bomb. But, 
while same expc.'c presum- 
ably in position fe; know, say 
our enemy has the bomb, some 
who should be wt well in- 
formed say only we have it. 
These same differences of 
cmlnion occur as tc all parts of 
the enemy’s preparedness and 
purpose. 

What it boils down to Is that 
we are basing most of our for- 
eign policy and much of our 
domestic policy on what we 
think somebody else is up to. 
It seems to be a woefully nega- 
tive approach toward such 
matters, but perhaps it’s the 
best we can achieve. This be- 
ing so it would seem desirable 
to Improve our channels of in- 
formation. How to go about 
that? I don’t know, but we 
could start with a congres- 
sional inquiry Into those we 
now rely on. 


